nphe evening of Sunday the 26th July found the
1 garrison in high spirits, for they had been
promised relief in five or six days, and hoped to see
Havelock's rockets before many nights had passed.
Captain Boileau, 7th Light Cavalry, commanding
at the Slaughterhouse post, was singing, 'Cheer,
boys, cheer!' with Mr Rees and some other officers
and volunteers, when word came in from the
sentry that the enemy were about to attack. There
was no time to finish the song for the singers were
called to arms at once. The firing was so intense that
Mrs Inglis believed the enemy had broken in at last,
until the Brigadier came and set her fears at rest.
The besiegers constantly harassed the defenders by
making these sham attacks, marching from one
house to another without ever coming to grips with
the garrison, and maintaining a brisk fire, often
with blank cartridge. This time the only casualty
was lieutenant Shepherd, 7th light Cavalry, who
was killed in a square near the Brigade Mess by a
careless shot from one of the garrison on the roof of
the building.
At 7 o'clock next morning the road by Johannes'
house was seen to have two planks laid across it
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